












PSY 257 Introduction to Cognitive Neuroscience 

What would you like to say about this course to a student who is considering 
taking it in the future? 
 
Discussion prepares you for exams, because the TAs are great with reviewing material 
and clarifying confusing concepts. In addition, it also helps with practicing how to read 
difficult and dense scientific papers and being able to present complex information in a 
comprehensible format. 
 
Discussion was meant for reading over research articles and understanding them 
 
Got to learn a lot about methods 
 
I really enjoyed the discussion section and I think both TAs were well prepared and 
knowledgeable. They were welcoming and answered all of the questions thoroughly and 
thoughtfully. 
 
I really enjoyed the discussion section and I think both TAs were well prepared and 
knowledgeable. They were welcoming and answered all of the questions thoroughly and 
thoughtfully. 
 
I really enjoyed the discussion sections. They really helped with presentation skills and 
analyzing complex scientific articles. The information discussed in this section aligned 
very well with the lecture material, which enhanced my understanding of the topics. 
 
Just focus on your presentations, but grading is not harsh 
 
Meet with your presentation group ahead of time and make the presentations engaging 
and fun! 
 
Pay attention to people doing their presentations. 
 
Read 
 
Take this course! TAs are super helpful and want students to succeed. 
 
The discussion for neuro 212 is actually not a painful discussion section, and is helpful 
for you to do well in the course. You need to read two papers a week and write two 
questions on sakai, but that's it! Attendance is mandatory, but there are test questions 
that come from the papers so going to class really does matter. There are group 
presentations on the papers but they are actually fun and the class is not intimidating to 
speak in front of, everyone was really welcoming. The pre-exam jeopardy was helpful in 
preparing for the tests and I liked how we had the option of coming and reviewing our 
exams after getting the grade back 
 
The TAs were always extremely helpful and did a great job 1) clearly answering 
questions and 2) ensuring that the entire class understood before moving on. 
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This material in this class is often easy to grasp, but try not to lose focus during the 
lecture style classes because there is a significant amount of information you need to 
know for the tests/ 
 
 
Would you like to provide any other comments about this course? 
 
 
:) 
 
Could use more engagement with the TAs outside of the presentation. It was difficult to 
start a discussion with a large section/with relatively little time spent with the material 
and other students. 
 
Great job TAs! Incredibly approachable, I even took one to lunch and we had awesome 
conversation about dopamine. Also, the exam review jeopardy game was fun. 
 
I don't feel like the discussion section of the course was particularly constructive to the 
course as a whole. I don't feel like I got much out of it. The presentations were basically 
just exact re-iterations of the readings we already did. Perhaps we could actually 
discuss them more or just discuss lecture material. 
 
I liked the structure of this course, the study guides for the tests were very helpful. It 
would be helpful if it was made clear what we need to know about the papers, in the 
same fashion as the lectures (via specific study guides). 
 
I would have liked newer papers to be discussed rather than papers from the 1990's as 
relevant material. Otherwise, this was a decent way to learn the material from the 
papers. 
 
Jaime and [TA] both facilitated an inclusive and energetic atmosphere to engage 
students in discussion and scientific literature. They both had a passion and great depth 
of knowledge on the subject matter! 
 
Jaime and [TA] were extremely knowledgable and personable. It was clear that they 
were always very prepared for class and were good teachers as well. 
 
Like the lecture the material was excellent and very engaging! 
 
More discussion about our questions could make these sections more interesting! 
 
The TAs for the discussion section were incredible. They answered all emails in a timely 
matter, were very approachable, and did an excellent job clarifying confusing topics. 
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The TAs should present on the papers instead of students. It's not clear what info from 
the papers we have to know when our only source is student presentations. 
 
The TAs were fantastic and helped me understand a lot of tricky concepts. 
 
The TAs were very informative which was helpful when we were confused by anything 
in discussion or class 
 




